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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: What is the ruling of Islaam on the pledge that we make to the Shaykh of a
Tareegah (Soofee order)? Will we be considered disobeying the Qur'aan and the Sunnah
(whatever is reported from the Prophet) if we break it?

Answer: It is not permissible to make a pledge of allegiance to anyone except to a Muslim
ruler. It is not permissible to make it to the Shaykh of a Soofee order or any other person,
for this has not been authentically reported from the Prophet (peace be upon him). Every
Muslim should worship Allaah according to the way He prescribed without committing
oneself to a certain person, for this is the attitude of the Christians toward their priests and
bishops, a thing that does not exist in Islaam.

May Allaah grant us success. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions.
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