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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question : A young man who doesn’t have the holy Qur'aan at home and who is in great
need for it and cannot afford to buy on, in this case, is it possible for him to borrow it from
the mosque for a given period.

Shaykh Aboo “Abd-al-Mu’iz “Alee Farkous al-Qoobee (May Allaah the Most High preserve him):
Praise be to Allaah the Lord of the worlds and peace and blessings be upon him who was
sent as a mercy for the worlds, and upon his kins, friends and brothers up to the doomsday.
This being so said:

To borrow the holy book is permitted for one who needs to read it and does not find but
that one. Actually the fatwa among the hanabila is that to borrow it is a must since it is in
conformity with the endowment aim, and because the need (for it) leads to its beneficial
use and there is no harm to make it affordable as this does not cause any problem when we
consider its availability. And to borrow it for a home use does not nullify its endowment
state, and this is quite clear when we consider that the loan doesn’t have the meaning of a
sale or a donation or an inheritance and does not justify any decision to make it (the loan)
prohibited taking into account Ibn Omar’s hadeeth (May Allaah the Most High be pleased with
them both) concerning what the Prophet (May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said:

“Its bare ownership can neither be sold nor donated nor inherited”*

as all the foregoing prohibitions are dealings which render the endowment state and its very
purpose null.

Thus, the trustee of the mosque who is in charge of the loans has to deal with the borrower
in a way and within the rules which prevent any interruption of the endowment advantages.
So the borrower will have to return it (the holy book) after finishing with its use according to
the saying of Allaah the Great and Almighty:

(Wbl I bty 15358 G &0 a0 &)
[Indeed Allaah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due)?

! Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (2772) and by Muslim (4311).
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And in the hadeeth:

“Render the trust to those who entrusted you and do not betray those who betrayed

youn3

And his saying (May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him),
“What has been borrowed is to be returned”*

As it is known that the trustworthy lender has to get the holy book back when he wills as
long as he does not cause any prejudice to the borrower.

And all science and knowledge belong to Allaah, exalted be he, and our last invocation is to
praise Allaah, the Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings of Allaah be upon our prophet
Muhammad and his kins and friends and brothers up to the doomsday.

% Soorah an-Nisaa [4:58]

* Reported by At-Tirmidhee (1264) and Aboo Daawood (3535) and the hadeeth has been authenticated by
Al-Albaanee in “As-Saheehah” (423).

* Reported by Aboo Daawood (3567) and by At-Tirmidhee (1312) and by Ibn Maajah (2489) and by Ahmad
(5/267) and in Al-Albaanee’s “Al-Irwaa'” (2/245).
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