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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: "He says: "Oh our Shaykh, you mentioned yesterday that the one who does not
declare the innovator to be innovator, is not to be put together with him (that innovator),
and that it is not binding upon him to agree with he whom declares him (that innovator) to
be an innovator. However, some people of knowledge mentioned that the one who does
not declare the innovator to be an innovator is to be put together with him. So is therefore
the difference in this issue only a semantic (a verbal) one?"

Shaykh ‘'Abdul-Muhsin bin Hamad al-'Abbaad [May Allaah preserve him]: "The
innovator...innovating... Yes, there are people, people of innovation whose affair is clear.
They are far away from the Sunnah and are not from the people of Sunnah, and they wage
war against the Sunnah. The Sunnah is on one side of the valley and they are on the other.
There is no doubt that the one who does not declare them to be innovators, is an innovator
himself.

But as for people from whom mistakes occur, from amongst the people of Sunnah, and
something by way of mistake or misunderstanding occurs; then it is not to be said that they
are like the others (the innovators whose affair is clear). It is not to be said that they are like
them, and it is not to be said that the one who does not declare them to be innovators, that
this one becomes an innovator himself. Yes."
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