No blame on having a document that proves that one has embraced Islam
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embraced Islam if there is a need for that
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Question:

People who embrace Islam in Europe are given written certificates by the Islamic institutions
to prove that they are Muslims. Such certificates had never been given to Muslims
throughout the history of Islam. Is not the witnessing of two just Muslims and the testimony
of the new Muslim himself sufficient? Is not this written certificate a Bid’ah (rejected
innovation in religion)?

Answer:

A Muslim does not need such a certificate to prove his faith before Allah; however, it may
be required by people to settle some matters. Thus, a person is required to state their
religion on their identity card, passport, family records, and birth certificate. They
sometimes might not be able to prove that they are Muslims, as when one travels to a
country where he knows no one, or if a person dies abroad. In this case, a person is
identified by their passport, identity card, or these other certificates, as it is usually too
difficult to prove [that a person is a Muslim] in such cases.

Thus, there is no harm in this certificate. Although it is an innovation, it is not a Bid’ah
related to religion; the prohibited Bid’ah is only that related to religion, as the Prophet
(elws 4de & La)! stated, Whoever introduces a practice into this affair of ours that is not of it, it is
to be rejected. He thus clarified that the rejected Bid’ahs are those innovated in matters of
religion.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!
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