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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: “Is it true that Allaah tests whom He loves, because we hear these kind of
statements a lot?”

Shaykh 'Abdul-'Azeez bin 'Abdullah bin Baaz (May Allaah have mercy upon him): “Yes, there
comes in the Hadeeth that when Allaah loves a servant He tests him. And the Prophet

[(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] said:

["The people who are tried the most are the Prophets, then the righteous, then those who
are like them."]

Although they are Allaah's beloved ones. Thus the beloved ones are tested with trials so
that He (Allaah) may purify them, raise their ranks and that they may be an example for
others. Others would subsequently be patient; so that they may be emulated. This is why
the Prophet [(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him]
said:

["The people who are tried the most are the Prophets, then those who are like them."]

And in another narration:

["The righteous, then those who are like them. The individual is tested according to his
steadfastness (upon the religion)."]

If there is strength in his religion the level of his trial is increased. That is why Allaah tested
the Prophets with great trials. Some were killed, some tortured, from them was he whose
iliness became severe and lasted for a long time like Ayoob [(‘alaihis-salaam) Peace be upon
him] and our Prophet [(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him] was harmed in Makkah and Madeenah a great deal but despite that he [(sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him] remained patient.

The point is that the people of 'Eemaan and Taqwaa are afflicted with harm according to
their Tagwaa and 'Eemaan.”
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