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Just one of the many virtues of Umar

Imaam Ismaaeel Ibn 'Umar ibn Katheer [May Allaah have mercy upon him]

Article taken and slightly adapted from: salafi-dawah.com
[Source: Tafseer Ibn Katheer, Soorah al-Ghafir [40:03]
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

It is reported that 'Umar, may Allaah be pleased with him, was missing a man from the
people of Ash-Shaam who used to attend his (‘Umar's) gatherings, so he said to the
companions (of the Prophet, may peace and blessings be upon him): "What happened to so
and so the son of so and so?"

They replied: "Oh Leader of the believers he is continuously drinking alcohol thus we didn't
see him for days."

So 'Umar summoned his scribe and said to him:

"Write! From 'Umar the son of Al-Khattab to so and so the son of so and so. May peace be
upon you. To proceed: Indeed | praise Allaah, the One whom no deity has the right to be
worshipped truly except Him, before you.

[The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in punishment, the Bestower
(of favours), La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), to Him is the

final return.]"*

Then he ('Umar) said to his people: "Supplicate to Allaah for your brother that he turns
towards Allaah with all his heart and that Allaah accepts his repentance."

When Umar's letter reached him (that man) he started reading it and repeated it to himself,
saying; "[The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in punishment],
indeed He (Allaah) warned me of His punishment and promised me His forgiveness." And he
would not stop repeating it to himself and weep. Then he repented and his repentance
became good.

When the news reached Umar, he said to his people: "This is how you should do when you
see one of your (Muslim) brothers committing a mistake! Direct him, ask Allaah to make him
repent and don't be the helpers of the Shaytaan against him!"

! Soorah al-Ghafir [40:03]
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