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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: “May Allaah be good to you, one of the brothers is asking about the methodology
of the Khaawarij. Who is the leader of this methodology, when did it spread, and did anyone
from the caliphs combat it?”

Shaykh Saalih bin Fawzaan al-Fawzaan [May Allaah preserve him]: “The Khaawarij are those
who draw away from the obedience to the leader of the Muslims, they rebel, and they fight
the Muslims. And they declare the Muslim to be a disbeliever on account of the sin which is
lesser than shirk. The major sin which is lesser shirk, due to it, they declare him to be a
disbeliever (make takfeer on him). Thus they gather between two crimes, the crime of
making takfeer on account of the major sins which are lesser than shirk and the crime of
rebelling and disuniting the Jama'ah (Muslims). And a third crime and it is the killing of the
Muslims. He (the Prophet) [(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him], informed that the Khaawarij fight the people of 'Eemaan and leave alone the
worshippers of idols. And this is their practice in every time. You will find their aggression
directed towards the Muslims and the Muslim societies. And the first one who fought them
was the leader of the believers ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib, may Allaah be pleased with him. Then
after him the caliphs and leaders continued in fighting them. And indeed the Prophet
[(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him], said about
them: "Every time a fraction from them emerges it will be cut off". And all the praises and
thanks belong to Allaah. Allaah facilitates for them someone who extinguishes their fitnah
(trial). Yes.”
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