What is Al-A’raaf and who are its people?

learnaboutislam.net

Spreading the Message of Islam

What is Al-A’raaf and who are its people?

Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-'Uthaymeen [May Allaah have mercy upon him]

Article taken and slightly adapted from: salafi-dawah.com
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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Question: “l have heard someone say that al-A’raaf is a barrier between the Paradise and
the Hellfire where people will reside for a number of years?”

Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-'Uthaymeen [May Allaah have mercy upon him]: “On the
Day of Judgement, the people will be divided in three groups:

e A group whose good deeds outweigh their bad deeds. They will not be punished and
will enter the Paradise.

e A group whose bad deeds outweigh their good deeds. They deserve a punishment
according to their bad deeds. Thereafter they will (eventually) be saved into
Paradise.

e And a third group whose bad and good deeds are equal. They are the people of al-
A’raaf. They are not from the people of the Hellfire nor from the people of Paradise.
They will however be on top of an high and elevated barrier from where they will see
the Hellfire and the Paradise. They will remain there for as long as Allaah Wills and
eventually they will enter the Paradise.

This is from His [(Subhanahu wa-ta'ala) The Exalted, The Most High] complete justice; that He
gives every human what is due to him (i.e. what he deserves). As for the one whose good
deeds weigh more, then he will be from the people of the Paradise. And as for the one
whose bad deeds weigh more, then he will be punished in the Hellfire for as long as Allaah
Wills. And the one whose good and bad deeds are equal is from the people of al-A’raaf. Al-
A'raaf (the barrier) however, will not be the final abode. That which will be the final abode is
either the Paradise or the Hellfire.

May Allaah make me and you from the people of the Paradise.”
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