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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

The features of the month of Ramadhaan, the
virtues of fasting, its benefits and etiquettes

All praise is to Allaah, the Owner of favour, success and bestowal who legislated for His
slaves the month of Ramadhaan to observe Saum (fasting) and Qiyaam (standing to pray at
night) [Taraaweeh] once a year. He J«i made it one of the pillars of Islaam and one of its
great bases. It purifies souls from sins and evil acts. Peace and blessings be upon the one
whom Allaah chose to clarify the rulings of Islaam; and selected to convey His legislation to
humanity. He was then the best in standing (praying at night) and in observing fasting; in
fulfilling the Message and standing firm and upright. Peace and blessing are upon his sincere
Family, respectable Companions and those who follow their footsteps continually and with
perfection.

Indeed Allaah = prescribed fasting for all the nations even if it differed in way and time.
Allaah =i says:

Gt &I U5 G Gl e ok IR all Rile € 1Sl Gall (gl g
[0 you who belleve! Observing Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those
before you, that you may become Al-Muttagoon (the pious)]1

In the second year of Hijrah, Allaah Js5 3= prescribed definitely the fasting of Ramadhaan on
the Ummah (nation) on the adult Muslim. If he is a healthy resident, observing Saum
(fasting) will be compulsory; and as long as he is ill, he will be obliged to make up with the
missed days. And so for the menstruating woman or one in post-partum bleeding. If one is a
healthy traveller, he will choose between observance and making up. Indeed, Allaah Js5 3=
enjoined him to observe the fasting of the whole month from the start to the end and fixed
him the beginning of fasting with an apparent limit, known by all; it is the sight of the
crescent-moon or the completion of Sha'baan (30 days). So the Prophet ;4 4 i said:

A15580 &le 28 HE G35 a5kt Vs (O 1558 s ) paslal Y
["Do not observe Saum (fast) till you see the crescent-moon of Ramadhaan, and do not break Saum (fast) till

you see the crescent of Shawwaal, and if the sky is overcast, then estimate it (Sha'baan) as 30 days."z.

! Soorah al-Baqaraah [2:183]
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As He J\« fixed the beginning of fasting to him with clear and evident limits. He J>5 3= made
the start of observing fasting with the rise of the second dawn and limited its ending with
the sunset within His statement:
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[And eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the thread
(darkness of light), then complete your Saum (fast) till the nightfall).]3

With this way and time, the obligation of observing fasting of Ramadhaan is prescribed
definitely in Allaah’s statement:

[P & A TE L3
[So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadhaan, i.e. is present at his
home), he must observe Saum (fasts) that month.]4

Observing fasting during Ramadhaan became one of the pillars of Islaam. Therefore,
whoever belies its duty and denies its obligation is an apostate cast out of the fold of Islaam.
If he repents, it will be accepted from him. If he does not repent, he is to be killed as a
disbeliever. And whoever admits that it is obligatory and breaks his fasting deliberately,
without any excuse commits, then, a major sin and a manifest evil act and deserves censure
and deterrence.

Allaah 3> 3= has distinguished the month of Ramadhaan from the other months of the year
with a number of features. He =3 marked the observance of its fasting from the acts of
worship with several virtues, benefits and etiquettes.

The Features of the Month of Ramadhaan

Among the features of this sacred month are:

- Observing Saum (fasting) during Ramadhaan: It is the fourth pillar of Islaam and one of its
significant bases, according to statement of the Prophet Ai.; 4k & Jia:
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["Islaam is based on five [principles]:
1. The Sha'ha'dah (testimony): La llaaha llla Allaah Muhammad Rassool Allaah (None has the right to be
worshiped but Allaah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah).
2. lgaamat — as - Salaat (to offer the compulsory congregational prayers dutifully and perfectly).
3. To pay Zakaat (mandatory charity).
4. To observe Saum [fast (according to Islaamic teachings)] during the month of Ramadhaan. And
5. to perform Hajj (i.e. pilgrimage to the House of Allaah in Makkah."]s.

2 The authenticity of this hadeeth is agreed upon. It is reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (4/119), Muslim (7/189, 190, 191),
Aboo Daawood (2/740), lbn Maajah (1/529), An-Nasaa'ee (4/134), Ahmad (2/5, 13, 63) and Maalik in Al-Muwatta'
(1/269) according to the hadeeth reported by lbn'Umar Lgic &) o),

3 soorah al-Baqaraah [2:187]

4 Soorah al-Bagaraah [2:185]
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It is known in religion as a necessity and one the duties enjoined by Allaah 3, according to
the consensus of the scholars of Islaam.

- The obligation of fasting Ramadhaan is an individual obligation based on Allaah’s
statement:

2% &2 L e 2%
[So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadhaan i.e. is present at his
home), he must observe Saum (fasts) that month.]G

- The Revelation of the Qur'aan in this month to bring people out from darkness into light
and guide them to the way of truth and to the right path, to keep them away from wrong
ways and error and to enlighten them with religious and worldly matters with what ensures
them happiness and success in the present life and in the Hereafter. Allaah = says:

GB35 3 Ge iy il (38 (i) 4 3l ) (i) He
[The month of the Ramadhaan in which was revealed the Qur'aan, a guidance for mankind and
. N . 7
clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong).]

- The gates of Paradise are opened for a large number of lawful good deeds during this
month, which are required to the access to Paradise; and the gates of Hellfire are closed for
the short number of sins and evil acts leading to Hellfire.

- In Ramadhaan, devils are chained and tied. So, they fail to lead obedient people astray
and turn them from the good righteous deeds. The Prophet Ai.; & 41 is said:
Gl i g A Gl &l 5 aal) Gl &iadl flima ala 1)
["When (the month of) Ramadhaan begins, the gates of Paradise are opened and the gates of Hell are closed
and the devils are chained up."]%.

- Allaah =i has people He frees from the Hellfire in this month based on his i 4 41 Jia
statement:
["Allaah has people whom He redeems from Hell upon every Fitr (breaking the fast) and that is every
. nm9
night."]”.

3 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 8), Muslim (hadeeth 16) from the hadeeth of lbn'Umar Lge 4 =), It was
reported in "Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree" that Hajj was cited before Saum (fasting) of Ramadhaan. Thereon, Al-Bukhaaree
established that order. However, Muslim related a version of Sa'd lbn'Ubaidah on the authority of lbn'Umar the
precedence of Saum (fasting) over Hajj. He said: "A man said: ‘And Hajj and Saum (fasting) of Ramadhaan’ Then
Ibn' Umar said: ‘No, Saum (Fasting) of Ramadhaan then Haijj; | heard it from the Messenger s 4l o like that’ .
["Fath Al-Baaree" Ibn Hajar (1/50)].

6 Soorah al-Bagaraah [2:185]

7 Soorah al-Bagaraah [2:185]

8 Reported By: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1898), Muslim (hadeeth 2547), An-Nasaa'ee (hadeeth 2112) and Maalik in Al-
Muwatta' (hadeeth 686), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah «c &) o),

2 Reported by Ibn Maajah: (hadeeth 1643), from the hadeeth of Aboo Umaamah Al-Baahilee = 4l =), It is considered
Hassan (good) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Al-Jaami’ As-Sagheer" (hadeeth 2166).
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- Forgiveness is attained with the observance of Saum (fasting) during Ramadhaan with
sincere faith for this duty and seeking reward upon it to Allaah =, according to the
Prophet’s ;4 4 - statement:

A3 (e 2285 L Al a0 L) 5 Uy (i) alia Ba
["Whoever observed fasting in Ramadhaan with perfect and seeking reward, he will have his previous sins
. 10
forgiven."]™".

- Performing Taraaweeh prayers (optional prayer) is desirable, following the Prophet 4 .i-
A5+l who aroused the interest in Qiyaam (standing to pray) by saying:

A (e 238 L Al a0 Lt 5 Uyl (liaa a8 (ha
["Whoever stood to pray (Taraaweeh) in Ramadhaan with perfect faith and seeking reward, he will have his
previous sins forgiven."]n.

- There is a night in this month, which is better than a thousand months, and standing to
pray in that night is required for forgiveness. The Prophet .+ 4 - said:

55550 Y15 4580 V3 A Sl 5 A e A Gy Gall G 5 A 4 e 8 500 T
["This month (of Ramadhaan) approaches you. There in is a night which is better than a thousand months,
whoever is deprived of it, is deprived of all goodness. Only Mahroom (unfortunate) misses its goodness"]12

He A,k & 1z also said:

A (e 235 e AT Hek Uliad 5 Uley 30 AT 26 G
["Whoever performs Qiyaam during Lailat Al-Qadr (Night of Decree) with Faith and being hopeful of Allaah’s
reward, will have his former sins forgiven"]ls.

- Fasting Ramadhaan to the next Ramadhaan expiates the minor sins and evils on condition
that major sins are avoided. The evidence is his Ai.; <. & = statement:

D i) 1) B e GG ((limay S Hlaass sl ) daadlly (uadd) dullzal
["The five daily (prescribed) Salaah, and Friday (prayer) to the next Friday (prayer), and the fasting of
Ramadhaan to the next Ramadhaan are expiations of the sins committed in between them, as major sins are

avoided"]14.

Indeed, among the other most prominent beneficial event that took place in Ramadhaan
was the Great Battle of Badr in which Allaah 3> 3= separated the truth from falsehood. So,
Islaam and its people triumphed and Shirk (polytheism) and its adherents were defeated
therein, that was in the second year of Hijrah. The conquest of Makkah happened in this
month as well; and people entered in Allaah’s religion in crowds. Shirk (polytheism) and

idolatry were eradicated by Allaah’s = favour. Thus, Makkah became the house of Islaam

10 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1951) and Muslim (hadeeth 760), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «c 4l o),
1 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 37) and Muslim (hadeeth 759), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4ic &) =),

12 Reported by: Ibn Maajah (hadeeth 1644), from the hadeeth of Anas Ibn Maalik 4= 4! .=, Al-Albaanee said, "Hassan
Saheeh" (good authentic) in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 989) and in "Saheeh Ibn Maajah" (hadeeth 1341).

B Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 35) and Muslim (hadeeth 1815), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «ic &l =),

1 Reported by: Muslim (hadeeth 233) and Ahmad (2/400, 414, 484) from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah <= &\ o= ),
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after it had been a stronghold of Shirk and polytheists. That was in the eighth year of Hijrah.
The Muslims won the Battle of Hitteen in Ramadhaan 584 A.H and the crusaders were
crushed there®. They took back Al-Quds (Jerusalem) and they also vanquished the Tartar
armies in "Ayn Jaaloot, where the events of that decisive battle occurred in Ramadhaan 658.
A.H*.

This is a summary of the features of the month of Ramadhaan and its several virtues and
blessings. All praise be to Allaah, the Lord of the Worlds.

The Virtues of Fasting

As for the virtues of fasting, there are many. Among them:

- The rewards of good deeds are multiplied; and their increasing number is not restricted.
While other good deeds multiply the reward by ten to seven hundred, according to what the
two Shaykhs (Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim) reported from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurayrah .,
«= who said:

o 4 izl )3 0 Ok ) 6l L ) e Blaaite ) \dBaT iney Al cip il 231 ) Jae (8

eﬂu)ujcMJ;Nm%ﬁjb#m%Jﬁu&)ﬁ{nwcé\wu\ﬂjuﬂjuwtmcmdﬁ\b\j
dumﬂc.\)u.og_\.\k\a.n\me.\u\

["The Messenger of Allaah .+ 4 1= said: ‘Every (good) deed of the son of Aadam is multiplied in reward
from ten to seven hundred times to what Allaah may will’. Allaah =3 will say: ‘The reward of observing
Saum (fasting) is different from the reward of other good deeds. Saum (fasting) is for Me, and | Alone will give
its reward. The person observing Saum abstains from passion, food and drink only for My sake’. The fasting
person has two joyous occasions, one at the time of breaking his fast, and the other at the time of greeting
his Rabb (Lord). Surely the breath which issues from the mouth of the fasting person is better smelling to

Allaah than the fragrance of musk."]17.

It becomes evident from this hadeeth that Allaah !« has made fasting peculiarly to Himself
from the rest of the good deeds and He has distinguished it by multiplying the reward as it
as previously mentioned — and that sincerity in observing fasting is deeper in it than other

(good) deeds, according to the Prophet Ai.; 4 4 1 statement:

‘;;\wm\y}uubjm INRE Y

["He left his passion, food and drink only for My sake"]ls.

Allaah d>5 3= will take care of the reward of the fasting person who will get joy in the world
and the Hereafter; a praised joy that occurs upon the obedience of Allaah = as the Ayah
(verse) refers to:

Akl GRS 4t 5 4 Jiady OB

1> See the defeat of the crusaders in the battle of "Hitteen" in "Al-Kaamil" by Ibn Al-Atheer (11/534).

18 See the events of "'Ayn Jaloot" in "Al-Bidaayah Wan- Nihaayah" by Ibn Katheer (12/220).

v Reported by: Ibn Maajah (hadeeth 1637), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4c 4 .=, It is considered Saheeh
(authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh lbn Maajah" (hadeeth 1335) and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 968).

18 saheeh Al-Bukhaaree
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[Say; ‘In the Bounty of Allaah, and His Mercy (i.e. Islaam and the Qur'aan); there let them rejoice.” That
is better than what (the wealth) they amass]19

It is worth stating from this hadeeth that the results arising from the obedience of Allaah are
loved to Him =i as the change of the smell of the fasting person’s mouth happens because
of the observance of fasting.

- Among the virtues of fasting is that it will intercede for the slave of Allaah Jx; % on the

Day of Resurrection. It will shield him against sins and harmful desires and will protect him

from Hellfire. The Prophet Ai.; . 41 i said:

Wi A Oy A i 55 sl Adiia & gl ralazall U il 55 ) el o5 Al
Clads 05 48 iz g 550

["Fasting and the Qur'aan will intercede for the slave on the Day of Resurrection. Fasting will say: "O Lord, |

deprived him of his food and his desire, so let me intercede for him.” And the Qur'aan will say: ‘I deprived
him of his sleep at night, so let me intercede for him.” Then they will intercede."]zo.

He A. 4t & 1= said:

DA (e Gauan Blan g 34 ALzl
["Saum (fasting) is a shield (or a screen or a shelter) and a strong fortress"]21.

- And among its virtues is that the fasting person’s Du'aa (invocations) are answered,
according to the Prophet .,k 41 iz statement:

L AREL 550 A5 a5 UK 8 ok (R )5

["...Surely for every Muslim in every day and night there is a granted supplication"]22

It has already been said while mentioning the verses regarding Saum (fasting) that the
fasting person is incited to invocate Allaah 3> 3= a lot. Allaah = said:

Je3 1Y g1 5583 dual Sy B e gatie Al 15
[And when My slaves ask you (0 Muhammad A, +ie 41 1) concerning Me, then (answer them), | am
indeed near (to them by My Knowledge) | respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on

. . . 23
Me (without any mediator or mtercessor).]

- Among the virtues of Saum (fasting) is that it will keep the fasting person away from
Hellfire on the Day of Resurrection. The proof is the statement of the Prophet i.; i 4 Jia:

A Gt A G 435 a5l SN H0 220 V) A Qe 8 ek 4 gl 22 e b

' Soorah Yoonus [10:58]

2 Reported by: Ahmad (hadeeth 6785), from the hadeeth of "Abdullaah Ibn "Amr Lge 4l =), It is considered Saheeh
(authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Al-Jaami" (hadeeth 3776) and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1429).

2 Reported by: Ahmad (hadeeth 9463), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4= & =), It is considered Hassan (good) by
Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Al-Jaami " (hadeeth 3774) and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 980).

2 Reported by: Ahmad (hadeeth 7658), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4 4 =), It is considered Saheeh (good) by
Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Al-Jaami " (hadeeth 2156).

z Soorah al-Bagaraah [2:185]
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["Every slave of Allaah who observes Saum (fasting) for one day for the Sake of Allaah, Allaah will draw his
face farther from Hellfire to the extent of a distance to be covered in seventy years."]24.

- Among its virtues the privilege given to the fasting people with one of the gates of
Paradise which none except them will enter through; an honour for them and a reward for
their observance of fasting. The Prophet Ai.; & 41 iz said:

® O slall (il O s e a0 Ak (AN Y Gl 25§ siall e (A% (SESN AT 06 W 58N 3 )
SaT A A% 4 GBIl 185 136 o148 5508
["There is a gate in paradise called Ar-Rayyaan, and those who observe Saum (fast) will enter through it on

the Day of Resurrection and none except them will enter through it. It will be said to them: ‘Where are

those who used to observe Saum (fast)?’ They will get up and none except them will enter through it. After
their entry, the gate will be closed and nobody will enter through it."]zs.

The whole virtues and features which have been enumerated throughout are just
considered as non-exhaustive compared to the interests that Allaah = gives to fasting.

The Benefits of Fasting

As for the benefits of fasting, they have great impacts in the purification of the soul, the
refinement of the character and the consolidation of the body. Among them are:

- The fasting person familiarises himself to patience and endures to resist things he is
accustomed to and to leave his desires willingly and voluntarily so that he would restrain the
caprice of his desire and overcome his soul, which is inclined to evil. He curbs his desires to
give it the utmost happiness, so that it accepts that with which it would be purified; that
with which it leads a happy eternal life. The fasting person narrows the circulations of
Shaytaan (Satan) by narrowing the streams of food and drink. He reminds himself of what
the circumstances of the starving poor people are. For the love of the Lord of the world, he
abandons the things he enjoys i.e. eating and drinking. And this secret between the slave of
Allaah 05 3 and his lord [Allaah] is the reality and end of fasting.

- Saum (fasting) refines the heart and softens it so that it remembers Allaah x5 3=. Thus, it
facilitates it the way of the acts of worship.

- Among the benefits of fasting is that it leads to piety (fear of Allaah J>5 3<) and to
diminish the appeals to desires. Allaah I\« says: [That you may become Al-Muttaqoon (the pious,)]26
in referring to the prescription of observing fasting because it is a reason to reach piety in
order to narrow the streams of desires and to deaden them. Since whenever food is little,
desire is weak; and sins diminish whenever desire weakens.

2 Reported by: Muslim (hadeeth 2767), An—Nasaa'ee (hadeeth 2260), Ad-Daarimee (hadeeth 2454), from the hadeeth
of Aboo Sa'eed Al-Khudree 4ic 4} o=,

= Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1896), Muslim (hadeeth 2766), An-Nasaa'ee (hadeeth 2248), and Ibn Maajah
(hadeeth 1709), from the hadeeth of Aboo Haazim Ibn Sahl 4ic & =,

% Soorah al-Bagarah [2:183]
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- Among its medical benefits; the health of the body because fasting is a protection against
food mixture, which causes diseases. Thus, it preserves -if Allaah wills- external and internal
organs as it was stated by the doctors.

The Etiquettes of Fasting

Fasting has etiquettes which are to observe so that there would be agreement with the
Islaamic commands in order to purify and refine the soul. Therefore, the fasting person
strives to fulfil them perfectly and to stick to them entirely, since his perfect observance of
fasting is dependent on them. His happiness depends also on them. Among those
etiquettes, that we take into account in observing fasting are:

First: welcoming the month of Ramadhaan with joy, exultation and happiness, because it is
from Allaah’s favour and His Mercy upon people of Islaam. He =i says:

Oshadg Lae 338 56 1555 Gl 428 55 ) Jlady 8
[Say: ‘In the Bounty of Allaah, and in His Mercy (i.e. Islaam and the Qur'aan); therein let them rejoice.’
That is better than what (the wealth) they amass.]27

He should thank Allaah Js5 3= to be an adult and seek His help for observing fasting and offer
good deeds during this month. As it is desirable for him to make Du'aa (invocations) at the
sight of every crescent (at the outset of every lunar month) of the year, according to the
hadeeth narrated by "Abdullaah Ibn'Umar wee 41 .=, who said: "At the sight of the new moon
(of the lunar month); the Messenger of Allaah .+« 4 is used to make this invocation:

B S5 5 ) ¢ oim iy Sand L (3 5015 S 5 ARSI 5 a5 Rl e Alal gl ¢ & 4
["Allaah is the Most High, O Allaah, let this moon appear on us with security and 'Eemaan (faith), with safety
and Islaam, and in agreement with all that You love and pleases You. O (moon) your (Lord) and ours is

28
Allaah"]™%,

on condition that he does not face the crescent when invocating Allaah ds5 3=, nor does he
raise his head up to it, nor does he stand erect for it, but he faces Qiblah when invocating, as
he does in Salaah (prayer).

Second: Among the important etiquettes he should observe is not to fast, thinking that it is
Ramadhaan before being certain that the month has begun; nor does he continue observing
fasting after Ramadhaan ends, thinking that it is of it. He must observe it in its legal due
time. He should not precede it nor should he delay it, according to the statement of the
Prophet i« 41 o

5305 a5k Vg (I 1558 a1 5h el ¥

z Soorah Yoonus [10:58]

2 Reported by: At-Tirmidhee (hadeeth 3447), Ad-Daarimee (4/2) and Al-Baghawee in "Sharh As-Sunnah" (hadeeth
1335). Ibn Hibbaan considers it Saheeh (authentic) (hadeeth 2375), Al-Albaanee said in "Al-Kalima At-Taiyib" (hadeeth
91) "Saheeh (authentic) by its Shawaahid (versions)".
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["'Do not observe Saum (fast) till you see the crescent (of Ramadhaan) and do not terminate it till you see the
29
crescent (of Shawwaal)."]

He A4 & s also said:

|5 ladla & o2 5 1315 1 54 slad SN 2515 13)
["'start observing Saum (fasts) on seeing the crescent — moon of Ramadhaan and stop observing Saum (fasts)
on seeing the crescent — moon of Shawwaal."]ao.
Third: taking Suhoor (predawn meal) due to its blessing and the recommendation of

delaying it, according the following hadeeth:

A5 A B Y 1A
["Take Suhoor (predawn meal). Surely, there is a blessing in the Suhoor."]31

It was also reported regarding its virtue and blessing that he ;<. 4 Jia said:

BYSSATI TR AP IS U P St

["The blessing is in three (things): Al-Jamaa'ah (the communion), Ath-Tharreed (i.e. a meat and bread dish) and

Suhoor (predawn meal)."32.

And according to the hadeeth of the Prophet . 4k a1 iz

G SRl e sl 4500 ) )

["Allaah sends His blessings on those who take Suhoor (predawn meal) and also His angels"]33

Indeed, the Prophet Ai.; « 4 s made Suhoor the element which distinguishes our fasting
from that of the People of the Scriptures. He said:

DAL AR D AT i s lilis (45 e (Jiad
["The difference between our observance of Saum (fasting) and that of the People of the Scriptures is the
. n34
Suhoor (predawn meal) in Ramadhaan"]™".
It would be preferable for the fasting person to eat Suhoor with some dates. The Prophet .-

ol s ade 41 sQId:

SR a3l 5 AL g

2 The authenticity of this hadeeth is agreed upon. It is reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (4/119), Muslim (7/189, 190, 191),
Aboo Daawood (2/740), lbn Maajah (1/529), An-Nasaa'ee (4/134), Ahmad (2/5, 13, 63) and Maalik in Al-Muwatta'
(1/269) according to the hadeeth reported by lbn'Umar Lgic &) oo,

30 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1900) and Muslim (hadeeth 1080), from the hadeeth of Ibn "Umar = & o= ),

3 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1923) and Muslim (hadeeth 1090), from the hadeeth of Anas Ibn Maalik & =)
e,

32 Al-Mundhiree referred to it in "Al-Targheeb" and At-Tabaraanee in "Al-Kabeer" (hadeeth 1546). It is reported by Aboo
Taahir Al-Anbaari in "Al-Masheeyakhah" (156/1-20) and Al-Baihagee in "Ash-Shu'ab" (2/426/2), from the hadeeth of
Salmaan «c & =), It is considered Hassan (good) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1065) in "As-
Silsilah" (36/3) no: (1045).

3 Reported by At-Tabaraanee in "Al-Awsat" (hadeeth 6434) and Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 880), from the hadeeth of
Ibn'Umar Lge & =), It is considered Hassan (good) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Mawaarid Ad-Dam*aan" (hadeeth 738)
and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1066).

3 Reported by: Muslim (hadeeth 1096), At-Tirmidhee (hadeeth 708), Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 2343) and An-Nasaa'ee
(4/146), from the hadeeth of Amr lbn Al- Aas «c &) =),
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["The excellent Suhoor (predawn meal) for the believer are dates"]35.

If it is not possible to have any, his Suhoor will be fulfilled even with a gulp of water. He 4 -
s ade said:

gla e A2 g 315150808
["Take Suhoor (predawn mead) even with a gulp of water"]ss.

The time of Suhoor starts shortly before dawn and ends when the white thread (light) of
dawn appears distinct from the black thread (darkness of night). If the fasting person hears
Adhaan (the call to prayer) and his container is in his hand eating or drinking, he has to
finish with the food or drink that the utensil contains. The Prophet .« 4 s said:

- @
e “-

Ao Hals by S daiay S o 8 2UY)5 2180 A0S w13
["If any of you hears the Adhaan (the call to Salaah) and the vessel is in the hand of anyone of you, let him not
put it down until he has finished with it"]37.
The permission in the hadeeth makes the innovation regarding the start of abstention in ten
minutes or a quarter of an hour before dawn invalid. Obliging the fasting person to follow
some timings of abstention setup in conformity with such an innovation has no source in

Sharee'ah and in its etiquettes.

It is recommended to delay Suhoor (predawn meal). The Prophet A+ 4 - said:

Ul 3 i e Wl g G5 U sa0 alis Uk gt Gl -1 e 4
["We the Prophets have been commanded to hasten the breaking of our fast and to delay our Suhoor (the
time before dawn when we take Suhoor), and to put our right hands over our left when praying"ss.

He i« 4 Ja used to delay Suhoor the time required for the recitation of fifty verses. Anas
«e & o=, narrated that Zayd Ibn Thaabit « 41 .=, said:

i

¢

3 Gpeaad 538106 € aldls oY) (5 8 & sl dall ) 2 g kg adle a0 g GRS
["We took Suhoor (predawn meal) with the Prophet & «i= 4 1= and then he stood for Salaah (the prayer). |
asked, ‘What was the interval between the Suhoor (the time before dawn when we take Suhoor) and the

Adhaan?’ He replied: "The interval was sufficient to recite fifty verses of the Qur'aan">’.

The companions w~« 4 =, used to do so as well. '"Amr Ibn Maymoon Al-Awdi said:

» Reported by: Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 2345) and Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 883), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah =
«e 4, It is considered Saheeh (authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "As-Silsilah As-Saheehah" (hadeeth 562) and in "Saheeh
Mawaarid Ad-Dham'aan" (hadeeth 731).

36 Reported by: Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 884), from the hadeeth of ‘Abdullaah lbn "Amr L & =), Al-Albaanee said in
"Saheeh Al-Mawaarid" (hadeeth 732): "Hassan Saheeh" (good authentic). [See "As-Silsilah Ad-Dha'eefa" (hadeeth 1405)
and "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1561)].

7 Reported by: Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 2351), Al-Haakim (1/426), Al-Baihagee (4/218) and Ahmad (2/423, 510), from
the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4c 4 =) Al-Albaanee said about it: "Hassan Saheeh". [See "Saheeh Sunan Aboo
Daawood" (2/57), and "As-Silsilah As-Saheehah" (3/371).

38 Reported by: Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 885), from the hadeeth of Ibn "Abbaas L & =), It is considered Saheeh
(authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Mawaarid Ad-Dham'aan" (hadeeth 733) and in "As-Saheehah" (4/376).

» Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1921) and Muslim (hadeeth 1597), from the hadeeth of Zayd Ibn Thaabit 4 =,
“ie,
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1 ahlal 3 1 5Ud) (W & ool sl adle 40 s aas Qe g8
["The Companions of Muhammad were the first to break the Saum (fasting) and the last to take Suhoor
(predawn meal)"]40.

Fourth: Adherence to hastening to break the fast in order to carry on doing good deeds.
The proof is the Prophet’s .« 4 s statement:

Sl | f2e Lo iy Gl 015 Y

["People will continue to adhere to good as long as they hasten to break the Saum (fasting)"]*".
And he ;4 4 L said:

28 % . e r.ml% %y Wi 1- L
éﬂ\h%#éb@mé&:@a\d\)y
["People of My Ummah (nation) will continue to adhere to my Sunnah as long as they do not wait the stars
. 42
to appear to break the Saum (fasting) ] .

He i 4k & s also said:

3535 e )aalllz 356l BY Shadll Gl J2e L 15all BN D Y
["The Islaamic religion keeps uppermost as long as people hasten to break the Saum (fasting); in fact the
Jews and the Christians delay it"]*?

Indeed, the Prophet i.;4% & Jaillustrated its meaning by saying:

il Sl 3 Gl e 5 LR B e e 505 -Gl dea e (Uh B G N T 1Y)
["When the night approaches from this side (i.e. the east) and the day retreats from that side (i.e. the west)

and the sun sets, then it is time for a person observing Saum (fasting) to break his fast"44.

The Etiquettes of Fitr (breaking the fast):
Breaking the fast is linked with a number of Islaamic etiquettes, which are recommended for
the fasting person to abide by, following the Prophet A4t 41 i,

1- Breaking the Saum (fasting) happens before Maghrib Salaah (sunset prayer), according to
the statement of Anas lbn Maalik «e & =

e e dand e 305 olail s Cjeal) 330a e B Al g adle a0 e b Ol 815
["I have never seen the Messenger a4l 4l s performed Maghrib Salaah (prayer) before breaking his fast

even with a gulp of water"®,

o Reported by: Abdur-Razzaq (hadeeth 7621) and Al-Baihaqee (4/238). It is authenticated by Ibn Hajar in "Al-Fath"
(4/199).

“ Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1957) and Muslim (hadeeth 1098), from the hadeeth of Sahl Ibn Sa’d = &) =,
2 Reported by: Ibn Khuzaymah (3/275) and Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 891), from the hadeeth of Sahl Ibn Sa’d 4= &) o= . It is
considered Saheeh (authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "As-Silsilah As-Saheehah" (hadeeth 2080) and in "Saheeh Mawaarid
Ad-Dham'aan" (hadeeth 738) and "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 01074).

3 Reported by: Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 2353), Ibn Maajah (hadeeth 1698), Ibn Khuzaymah (3/275) and lbn Hibbaan

(hadeeth 889), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah 4= & . It is considered Hassan (good) in "Saheeh Mawaarid Ad-
Dham'aan" (hadeeth 736) and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1075).

“ Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1954) and Muslim (hadeeth 1100), from the hadeeth of Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab
e Al o,
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Ramadhaan, virtues of fasting, benefits, etiquettes

2- Breaking his fast with some fresh date-fruits; if there are not any, he will eat dry date-
fruits; and if there are not any dry ones, he will drink water, based on the hadeeth narrated
by Anas Ibn Maalik «= & =, who reported:

a (K8 21 {8 et 58 Tub iy (46 8 (b il 0 08 iy e ol g il bl im0 008

e (e il 5a
["The Messenger of Allaah A5+ & i used to break Saum (fasting) before performing Maghrib prayer with
three fresh date-fruits; and if there were no dry date-fruits, he would take three draughts of water."]46.

3- Du'aa’ (invocations) uttered when breaking the Saum (fast). It is stated that the Prophet
ey 4te 41 s used to say when breaking his fast:

B EE G A ey el i Ll Gl

["'Dhahaba Ad-Dama’u Wa Btallati Al- Urooqu Wa Thabata Al-Ajru In'sha‘allaah” (The thirst has gone and the
veins are moistened, and reward is confirmed, if Allaah wiIIs)]47.

Fifth: Among the etiquettes of fasting also, the recommendation to use Siwaak (stick
cleaning for teeth) for a fasting or non-fasting person. It can be used soft or hard, by night or
by day, before performing every Salaah (prayer) or making ablution, according to the
Prophet’s Ai.; 4k 4 [ statement:
i (8 e ol sl ey ual Jle 0 ¢ V3
["Had I not thought it difficult for the people of my Ummah (nation, community), | would have commanded

them to use the Siwaak (stick cleaning for teeth) before every Salaah"]48.

In another version:

s sas (S de
["Before every ablution"]*

This evidence does not concern the fasting person only. lbn'Umar wee 4 =, said:

§5a13 el O3 a1
["Brushing one’s teeth with Siwaak (or Miswaak - stick cleaning for teeth) every day and night"]50

Within this ruling, lbn Taymeeyyah may Allaah have mercy on him said: "..as for the
Miswaak, it is permissible without any divergence. However, there is a difference in opinion
regarding the dislike of using it in the afternoon on two well-known statements of Imaam

s Reported by: Ibn Hibbaan (hadeeth 89), from the hadeeth of Anas Ibn Maalik <= & =), It is considered Saheeh
(authentic) by: Al-Albaanee in "As-Saheehah" (hadeeth 2110) and in "Mawaarid Ad-Dham'aan" (hadeeth 737).

. Reported by: Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 2356) and At-Tirmidhee (hadeeth 696). It is considered Hassan (good) by Al-
Albaanee in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1077).

e Reported by: Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 235) and Al-Baihagee (4/239), from the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar Lic &4l =), It is
considered Hassan (good) by Al-Albaanee in "Al-Irwaa" (hadeeth 920).

8 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 887), Muslim (hadeeth 612), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «c &l =),
Ahmad (4/116), Aboo Daawood (hadeeth 47) and At-Tirmidhee (hadeeth 23), from the hadeeth of Zayd Ibn Khaalid Al-
Juhani e & o),

49 Reported by: Ahmad (2/460, 517). It is considered Hassan (good) by Al-Albaanee in "Al-Irwaa'" (1/110), no. (70).

% See "The Summarise of Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree" by Al-Albaanee (hadeeth 451) no. (366).
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Ahmad. But no Islaamic legal evidence is valid to make the use of Miswaak undesirable in
n51

the afternoon
Sixth: Striving in doing good and intensifying the acts of worship. Indeed, during the month
of Ramadhaan, the Prophet ., 4 i used to do more acts of worship and good actions. He
was the kindest and best in treatment. In his hadeeth, Ibn "Abbaas e & =, said:

u\S}c@ﬁb@&u@)@uﬁb)ﬁ\u\ﬁ}c_).njbu.nu\Q);\ r,lujé\:\k:"\ém@.\l\ Lg\-u\s
A Gl A e 01 T G e o e R iy o8 AL 8 8 - S0 e i
du).d\cq)ﬂ\ J.\;jhd);\uls-e)ud\ﬁl’c d.u.\;

["The Prophet Au; 4 41 iz was the most generous of the men; and he was the most generous during the
month of Ramadhaan when Jibreel visited him every night until it ends and recited the Qur'aan to him.

During this period, the generosity of the Prophet A+ 4 = waxed faster than the rain bearing wind"]sz.

He i« 4 s used to recite the Qur'aan very much during this month. He prolonged
Qiyaam (standing at night to pray) in Ramadhaan more than he Ai.; < 4 = did out of it. He
became more generous than ever in giving charity and gifts and in other sorts of kindness.
The Prophet i <« 4 1= strived harder in the last ten days and nights of this month—in
observing I'tikaaf (seclusion in the mosque), in Qiyaam (standing to pray at night), reciting
the Qur'aan and in remembering Allaah d>5 3= more than he did in the rest of the year. It
was reported in the hadeeth:

—————

["When the last ten nights (of Ramadhaan) would begin, he would prepare h|mself to be more diligent in
worship, keep awake at night (for prayer and devotion) and awaken his family"]53.

Among the acts of worship that the Prophet Ai.; <k 41 [ia recommended Muslims to achieve is

performing 'Umrah (lesser Hajj) in Ramadhaan. It has a great reward that equals to a reward

of Hajj. The Prophet A« 41 iz said:

["An 'Umrah in Ramadhaan is equal to a Hajj (in reward)"]54

The reward of performing Salaah (prayer) in the Mosque of Makkah and Al-Madeenah is
multiplied. The Prophet .« 4 iz said:

31 “The Whole Fataawa" by Ibn Taymeeyyah (25/266), Al-Haafidh said in "At-Talkhees" (2/202) that "Abdurrahman lbn
Ghanam reported "I asked Mu'aadh lbn Jabal: ‘Can | brush my teeth with the Miswaak while observing Saum (fasting)?’
He said: ‘Yes’. | said: ‘Which part of the day?’ He said: ‘Any part of the day; in the morning or in the evening’. | said:
‘Other people say that it is undesirable in the afternoon.’ He said: ‘Why.’ | said: ‘They say that the Messenger of Allaah
s 4de &) 1o said: ‘The breath of one observing Saum is sweeter to Allaah than the fragrance of musk’. He said:
‘Subhaanallaah (Allaah is glorified)! The Messenger of Allaah commanded them to use Miswaak knowing that the breath
of the fasting person is sweeter after using it. He did not command them to infect their mouths deliberately. There is
nothing good in it, but just evil, except those who are afflicted and have no choice".

32 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 3220) and Muslim (hadeeth 2307), from the hadeeth of Ibn' Abbaas Lic & ),

>3 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 2024) and Muslim (hadeeth 1174), from the hadeeth of “A'ishah e 4 =),

> Reported by: Aboo Daawood (2/503). It is considered Saheeh (authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Aboo Daawood"
(hadeeth 1988). It is reported by Al-Tirmidhee in a summarised way (3/276) and Ibn Maajah (2/996), from the hadeeth
of Aboo Ma'qil 4ic &) =,
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Aol Al ) 6 e e 830a all e A 13 ganlen 3 B
["One Salaah (prayer) in my mosque is better than one thousand prayers in any other mosque except Al-
. 1155
Masjid Al-Haraam"]™".
In addition, the committed sins and evil acts are expiated thanks to successive 'Umrahs. It

was stated that the Prophet i« 4 s said:

gl Ll B5 550800 ) 85l

["Performing 'Umrah is expiation for the sins committed between it and the previous one"]°®.

Seventh: Avoiding things which prevent achieving the objective of fasting, looking out for
all that the Islaamic Sharee'ah prohibits, such as evil words and foul deeds which are
forbidden and disliked all the time, especially in Ramadhaan. Their wickedness is greater in
punishment for the fasting person during this month. For this reason, he has to keep his
tongue from bad speech, such as lying, backbiting, calamity, insults, and disputes and from
losing his time in reciting poems, telling tales and riddles, praising and disparaging wrongly.
It is also obligatory upon him to prevent his hearing from tending his ear to them and
listening to what is legally ugly and disapproved. He has to work hard to keep his soul and
body away from desires and prohibitions, such as lowering the gaze from looking at
forbidden things and preserving the other parts of the body from committing sins. He
should not stretch his hand to falsehood or even walk to it. He has to eat only lawful food
with moderation and without excess in order to curb his soul from desires and to fortify it
against Satan and its helpers. In addition to that, his heart should remain —after breaking his
fast and at the end of every act of worship— between hoping to see his fasting accepted by
Allaah =i to be among those brought near to Him and fearing that it might be rejected and
then he would be among hated people.

Indeed, many texts in Sharee'ah reported in this regard. They warn the fasting person
against the evil of the tongue and of the other parts of the body. The Prophet Ai.; 4 & Jia
said:

Aoa5 ek g0 4 A ARA & pali g ey 00 DB paal (e
["Whoever does not give up lying speech (false statements) and acting on those lies and evil actions etc;
Allaah is not in need of his leaving his food and drink [i.e. Allaah will not accept his Saum (fasting)]"]57.

The aim of observing fasting in Islaam is not in the nature of hunger and thirst, but is what
goes with it like abstaining from desires, rendering the soul which is inclined to evil a
complete rested and satisfied soul. For this purpose, the Prophet Ai.; & 4 - said:

) V) 4 B A1 Gl a8 &5 o A ) dslia e A1 Gl il &)
["There are people who fast and get nothing from their fast except hunger, and there are those who pray
Qiyaam (standing to pray at night) and get nothing from their Qiyaam but a sleepless night."]C.

> Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1190) and Muslim (hadeeth 1394), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «ic 4l =),
% Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1773) and Muslim (hadeeth 1349), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «ic &l =),
37 Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1903), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «c 4l =),
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The true fasting person is the one whose stomach abstains from all kinds of food, the parts
of his body from committing sins, his tongue from harsh and foul language, his hearing from
absurdity, his sex from intercourse with his woman and his sight from looking at forbidden
things. When he speaks, he does not utter words which hurt his fasting; and if he does, he
will not say things which spoil his fast. His speech will be beneficial and his deeds will be
righteous and good. The Prophet .., «. 41 1= said:

G M6 28aa a5t a5 & 135 AR Altally 4y o a0 Uy A alzall ) AT a0 o Jae OR ;T ) 06

e 5ha) ) s ATE 5 AaT AL (8 (i Vs
["Allaah a5 3¢ said: ‘Every act of the son of Aadam is for him, except Saum (fasting) which is (exclusively) for

Me and | will reward him for it.” Fasting is a shield. When anyone of you is observing fast, he should neither
indulge in obscene language nor should he raise his voice, and if anyone reviles him or tries to quarrel with

him, he should say: 'l am a fasting person'"]sg.
In another hadeeth Marfoo' (Elevated):

Sale Lils i Bl cailia ) o0 AAT G (8 ctilia il LA Y

["Do not revile while fasting, and if anyone reviles you, say | am fasting; and sit down if you are

standing..."eo.

The fasting person might not reach the reward of his Saum (fast) despite his endurance to
hunger and thirst because he did not abandon the prohibited acts. The reward of fasting
decreases by committing sins, and will be invalid only by doing things which spoil it. In the
preceding hadeeths, there is an incitation of the fasting person to forgive wrong people
errors and to avoid replying to others’ evil.

Eighth: Getting ready to serve the fasting persons meals or something to break their fasts
in order to request similar reward to theirs. The Prophet Ai.; « 4 i said in referring to its
merit:
G il AT oa Gall a1 45 52 o AT Jhe & 8 ilia 5k (12
["He who provides a fasting person something with which to break his fast, will earn the same reward as the
one who was observing the fast, without diminishing in any way the reward of the Iatter"]el.

Ninth: Guarding the optional night prayer (Taraaweeh) in congregation and adhering to its
performance. If he does not join it or he abandons it, he will miss a great reward. The
Prophet Ai.; <« & - exhorted his Companions = & .=, to perform Qiyaam (standing for
prayer at night) in Ramadhaan without ordering them. He said:

mwemudﬁumbuwuu,.”uw

8 Reported by Ibn Maajah (1/539), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «c 4l .=, It is considered Saheeh (authentic) by
Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Ibn Maajah" (hadeeth 1380) and in "Saheeh At-Targheeb" (hadeeth 1079).

> Reported by: Al-Bukhaaree (hadeeth 1904) and Muslim (hadeeth 1151), from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah «c 4l ),
60 Reported by Ibn Khuzaymah in his "Saheeh" (3/241). Al-Albaanee said in "Saheeh Mawaarid Ad-Dham'aan" (1/383):
"It was reported in the "Saheeh" except the statement: "and sit down if you are standing": Hassan (good)."

&1 Reported by At-Tirmidhee (3/171), and Ibn Maajah (1/555), from the hadeeth of Zayd Ibn Khaalid Al-Juhani <= & =,
It is considered Saheeh (authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh At-Tirmidhee" (hadeeth 807), and "Saheeh Ibn Maajah"
(hadeeth 1746).
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["Whosoever stood to pray (Taraaweeh) in Ramadhaan with perfect faith and seeking reward, he will have
his previous sins forgiven"]Gz,

especially in the last ten days of Ramadhaan where there is a night which is better than a
thousand months. Allaah A= will provide those who perform its Qiyaam a great reward and
their past sins will be forgiven. The Prophet 4.« 41 - said:

aid (e 2385 L A ek Uil 3 Ulay) 30 AT 26 Ba
["Whosever performed Qiyaam during Lailat-ul-Qadr (Night of Decree) with faith and being hopeful of
, . . . . 1163
Allaah’s reward, he will have his former sins forgiven"] .

It was reported regarding the virtue of performing Qiyaam in congregation that the Prophet
s e 4 L saId:
L3 408 A0 o i i e Y g e 19 050

["Whosever pray Qiyaam with the Imaam until he finishes, it will be recorded for him that he spent the
whole night in prayer."]64.

For that merit, the fasting person should not neglect the Qiyaam of Ramadhaan in
congregation in order not to miss this great blessing and abundant reward.

Conclusion

Finally, the Muslim must show great concern to his religion and care about what corrects it
from heresies in order to get the benefits issuing from it, especially the pillars of Islaam and
its great bases such as Saum (fasting during Ramadhaan), which is repeated in the Muslim’s
lifetime once a year. The Muslim whom Allaah x5 3= granted success to observe the fasting
of Ramadhaan, to pray Qiyaam of its night with sincerity and adherence to the Prophet’s .=
olus 4de 4 Sunnah has to end up with asking Allaah’s forgiveness and submitting himself to
Him i, Seeking forgiveness is the ending to all [good] deeds and acts of worship. The
Muslim should not be self-conceited and proud of his deeds, nor should he consider them
pure. He should admit that his deeds are short and neglected in the right of Allaah and that
they could be refused or accepted. The Salaf used to strive hard to perform complete and
perfect deeds. Then they became preoccupied with the acceptance of their deeds and
feared that their actions would be rejected. Allaah = qualified them in saying:

BY L oss fAL (oG- 7 Ao
Aagagaslag 15 W G gk
[And those who give that (their charity) which they give (and also do other good deeds) with their hearts
full of fear (whether their alms and charities have been accepted or not).]65

®2 This hadeeth is previously reported.

® This hadeeth is previously reported.

64 Reported by: Aboo Daawood (2/105), At-Tirmidhee (3/169), and An-Nasaa'ee (3/202-203), from the hadeeth of Aboo
Dhar Al-Ghifaari «= & =), It is considered Saheeh (authentic) by Al-Albaanee in "Saheeh Aboo Daawood" (hadeeth
1375) and in "Saheeh At-Tirmidhee" (hadeeth 806).

% Soorah al-Mu'minoon [23:60].
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They did not feel secure because they feared the plot of Allaah Ja5 3= very much. They —with
the fear of non-acceptance— begged Allaah’s forgiveness and repented a lot, hoping that
Allaah J>5 3= would have accepted their deeds rather than showing concern to them,
because the acceptance is the sign of piety (fear of Allaah Ja5 3¢). Allaah = says:

[Verily, Allaah accepts only from those who are Al-Muttagoon (the pious).]66

If the hypocrite rejoices with the end of Ramadhaan to devote himself to desires and sins,
which he missed all along the month, the believer rejoices to see Ramadhaan over, after
completing his good deeds with perfection, hoping to assure its rewards and the merits of
fasting, pursuing with beseeching Allaah’s forgiveness, saying Takbeer (Allaahu Akbar) and
performing acts of worship. Indeed, Allaah Js5 3 prescribed to ask Allaah’s forgiveness,
which is the slogan of the Prophets ~w i linked to Tawheed (Islaamic Monotheism). The
Muslim is in need to them so that his deeds would be based on Tawheed. In Seeking Allaah’s
Forgiveness, he purifies his deeds, his vanity and all that afflicts them such as negligence,
defect or error.

In this context in which Tawheed (Islaamic Monotheism) and seeking Allaah’s forgiveness
are linked, Allaah Js 5 3 says:
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[So know (0 Muhammad A 4= 41 is) that Laa llaaha Illa Allaah (none has the right to be worshiped but
Allaah), and ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men and believing women.
And Allaah knows well your moving about, and your place of rest (in your homes).]67

And He 3 said concerning Yoonus (Jonah) auwi «e:
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[But he cried through the darkness (saying); Laa illaaha Illa Anta [None has the right to be worshiped but
You (0, Allaah)] Glorified (and Exalted) are You [above all that (evil) they associate with you]. Truly, | have been of
the wrongdoers]68

We ask Allaah J>5 3 to provide us with the good of this month and its blessing, to provide us
with its virtues and its promised rewards and not to deprive us of good deeds during this
sacred month and others. As we ask Him Jss 3¢ success, pertinence, acceptance of our
(good) deeds and pardon for our negligence. All praise be to Allaah J~s 3, the Lord of the
Worlds. Peace and blessings of Allaah are upon Muhammad, his Family, Companions and
Fellow-Brothers till the Day of Recompense.

Algiers: Rajab 17th, 1426H. Corresponding to August 22nd, 2005

% Soorah al-Maa'idah [5:27].

7 Soorah Muhammad [47:19].

% Soorah al-Ambeeyaa' [21:87]
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